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Fig. 59. Scan of one page from Tom Schaub’s pocket diary summarizing fieldwork on June 9, 1977 at Bab
adh-Dhra` and Numayra. (Courtesy of the R. Thomas Schaub Papers).

Funded by a Wenner-Gren Anthropological Foundation
Historical Archive Grant, and in cooperation with the Carnegie
Museum for Natural History, we began curating the archives of
the late R. Thomas Schaub, a long-time ACOR supporter. This
crucial research facilitates our analyses and final publication of
the Expedition to the Dead Sea Plain’s (EDSP) legacy excavations
at the Early Bronze Age (EBA) cemeteries of Bab adh-Dhra`,
Fifa, and Khirbat Khanazir. The archives contain excavation
documentation (Fig. 59), Tom’s personal and professional
correspondence (Fig. 60), and historically significant photographs
of fieldwork, laboratory, and Jordan’s archaeological community
from 1965 to 2015. Tom’s papers offer a fascinating foray into the
introduction of scientific and anthropological approaches to
archaeology in Jordan, Palestine, and Israel. In excavating these
archives, we organized records of fieldwork and analyses from
excavated EBA cemeteries and townsites (Bab adh-Dhra` and
Numayra). Color slides, black-and-white photographs, contact
sheets, and negatives; top plans and profiles; maps; survey
notes; correspondence about fieldwork and laboratory analyses;
grant applications; and original artwork of reconstructions of
life and death at these sites provide the essential background
for a comprehensive publication of Tom’s research. Much of the
correspondence is between Tom and Jordanian colleagues,
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providing insights into local thoughts on the archaeology of the region. Ultimately, we seek to
archive all items related to Tom’s research activities, and to produce a thorough finding aid for
the collection available online for future research. The Carnegie Museum of Natural History in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA will house his archived papers.
Organizing and processing this archival collection is integral to a more complete understanding
of the history of archaeology along the Dead Sea Plain in Jordan as well as Early Bronze Age
small-scale urbanism. In 1973 Tom and co-PI Walter E. Rast adopted the New Archaeology’s
methods and theories to archaeological knowledge production and research design, devising the
innovative EDSP to investigate the rise of EBA urban society with a distinctive focus on links between
environmental and social systems. Tom’s correspondence, research reports, and presentations
chronicle their efforts to transform southern Levantine archaeology into an anthropologically
grounded discipline. His research into EBA ceramic technology set new standards of excellence by
combining petrographic and SEM analyses
of fabrics with ethnoarchaeological
studies of traditional potters working
with and without wheel technologies.
Like any bringers of change, Tom and
Walt’s research designs, methodologies,
and theoretical approaches were not
universally accepted, and preliminary
glimpses into the correspondence reveal
both skepticism and enthusiasm for
processual approaches to understanding
early urbanism in the EBA.
Moreover, these historical documents
offer an unparalleled view and profound
insights into social, economic, political, and
scholarly entanglements of looting and the
illegal antiquities trade of EBA objects from
Jordan’s Dead Sea Plain, the focus of a
significant portion of Kersel’s ethnographic
and historical research for our project,
Follow the Pots. The processing of Tom’s
papers will facilitate Kersel’s expanded
ethnographic analysis of looting while
simultaneously aiding Chesson to conduct
the necessary analyses of materials from
these EBA cemeteries excavated in the
1970s and 1980s for final publication.
This archive provides a treasure trove of
information about the changing nature of
archaeology in Jordan.
Project Website:
www.expeditiondeadseaplain.org
Fig. 60. Part of an aerogram from Walt Rast to
Tom Schaub, May 20, 1976. (Courtesy of the
R. Thomas Schaub Papers)

